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1. Background to the report   

This Industrial Heritage Audit has been commissioned by the Causeway Coast and 
Glens Heritage Trust (CCGHT) as part of the development phase of the Heart of 
the Glens Landscape Partnership Scheme. The Causeway Coast and Glens 
Heritage Trust is grateful for funding support by the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
Northern Ireland and the NGO Challenge Fund to deliver this project.  

CCGHT is a partnership organisation involving public, priv ate and voluntary 
sector representatives from six local authorities, the community sector, and the 
environment sector together with representatives from the farming and tourism 
industries. The overall aim of the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust is to 
ôpromote environmental management and sustainable tourism which aims to 
protect and enhance the unique heritage of the Causeway Coast and Glens areaõ.  

CCGHT is responsible for the management of the Antrim Coast and Glens Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beau ty (AONB) , which was designated in 1988 to help 
protect the special character of the area ð recognizing it as one of the finest 
landscapes in the United Kingdom. As part of promoting the natural and cultural 
heritage of the AONB, CCGHT has developed a new Landscape Partnership 
Scheme through Phase 1 funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). The Heart 
of the Glens Landscape Partnership aims to: 

1. Conserve and enhance the natural and built heritage of the Glens of Antrim  
2. Increase community participation in the heritage of the area 
3. Increase access and learning about the heritage of the area  
4. Develop heritage skills and training initiatives in the local community  

Subject to successfully identifying key projects that deliver on the above aims and 
securing match funding , Stage 2 HLF funding has the potential to deliver  an 
investment of over £1.8 million into the Glens region over the next five years. 

Industrial heritage has been identified as a key theme within the Heart of the Glens 
Landscape Partnership. As part of the development phase of the project, CCGHT 
contracted quarto to carry out an audit of the industrial heritage of the Glens and 
to propose a select number of projects to take forward in the delivery phase of the 
project. The audit aims to: 

- collate existing documentation and known information of the industrial 
heritage of the Glens of Antrim  

- provide a statement of heritage significance 
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- consult with local community groups, interest groups, historical societies, 
museum services and local in order to identify priority areas of interest  and 
explore opportunities for industrial heritage projects  

- complete field surveys of relevant sites of interest, including GIS maps and 
photographic records 

- offer a series of recommendations for future collaborations to enhance, 
conserve and promote industrial heritag e to local people and visitors 
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2. Methodology for the research 

Desktop survey  
 
The desktop survey comprised a number of key steps in preparation for field 
work, assessment and project development: 
 
1. Compilation of archival materials, including published sources, relevant 

editions of the OS maps and the Industrial Heritage Record (IHR) from NIEA: 
Built Heritage.  

2. Assessment of the IHR sites and previous work carried out (establishing 
accuracy, level of survey, date carried out etc.)  

3. Cartographic preparation using GIS and locating suitable Ordnance Survey 
editions. Also establishing the boundaries of the study ð it was decided to 
include two areas outside the Heart of the Glens area, Cargan for the ore mines 
and Sheddings /Buckna for the density of milling activity. The final study area 
included 352 sites from the IHR. 

4. Editing the IHR database to include survival ratings based on Hamond (1991). 
This would provide an indicator of whether site s were likely to have potential 
for inclusion in any future project. The grades are as follows: [1] substantial 
remains; [2] some remains; [3] traces only; [4] site of. In cases not graded by 
Hamond [0] was inserted and these were refined as field survey permitted. In 
addition an extra field [GenType] was added to the database grouping the sites 
under the following major themes:  
 
Extractive ð e.g. mining activities and infrastructure  
Agricultural ð e.g. corn mills, creameries, breweries 
Communications ð e.g. roads, bridges, railways 
Manufacturing  - e.g. brick works, flax mills, bleachworks  
Utility - e.g. water, electricity and gas infracture  
Residence ð those dwellings that could be connected to one of the above 

 
5. These themes were further refined by an [Industry] field allowing for focused 

interrogation of the database. 
 

6. Cleaning the IHR and cartographic distributions to remove all sites graded [4] 
due to their unsuitability for future project inclusion. Thematic maps were then 
made available for field survey. 

 
Community Consultation  
 
Consulting with a wide range of public, community and voluntary stakeholders 
informed the research from an early stage in the project. Information gathered 
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during these consultations helped to focus the fieldwork on particu lar geographic 
areas or themes of historical interest or significance. The consultations also 
identified projects in development or planning which would benefit from a link 
with the Hearts of the Glens Landscape Partnership as well as potential 
partnership s through which future projects of benefit to the community or visitors 
could be developed. For the most part, consultation took the form of a phone 
interview with key staff members or individuals, though some face -to-face 
meetings also took place. 
 
During  the course of the research the following organisations and individuals were 
consulted: 

- Moyle District Council  Tourism Manager  

- Moyle District Council  Countryside Access Officer 

- Ballycastle Town Centre Partnership 

- Ballymena Borough Council  Countryside Access Officer 

- Larne Borough Council  Tourism Manager  

- Larne Borough Council  Heritage Officer  

- Causeway Museum Service Officer  

- Mid -Antrim Museum Service  Officer  

- Glens of Antrim Historical Society  Chairperson 

- Glenravel Historical Society  Treasurer and Secretary 

- Glenarm Estate Manager 

- Glenarm Village Committee  

- Glenariff  Improvement Group  

- Glenariff  Tea House 

- Antrim Glens Tourism Group  Chairperson 

- QUB Centre for Archaeological Fieldwork  

- Irish Archaeological Research 

- National Trust Operations Manager  

- NEELB Curriculum Advisor  

- NITB Causeway Coast and Glens Destination Officer 

Field Survey  
 
Field survey aimed to verify the nature and  survival of industrial remains within 
the area. Over the period of the survey, field work concentrated on those themes 
thought likely to be candidates for successful development, although a sample of 
all types of sites were visited. Crucially this phase of work also sought to grade 
ease of access to sites and whether they could be viewed from the road or required. 
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(Figure 1.) All industrial heritage sites selected within the scope of the audit 
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(Figure 2.) Sites graded 0-3 for survival indicating some visual remains appropriate for inclusion in 
conservation, access or participation projects 
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a significant journey on foot. The  grading system used was similar to that for 
survival:  

[1] Visible from the road or capable of being visited by a short walk.  

[2] Away from the road by up to about a mile, possibly rough terrain but well 
within the range of hill walkers.  

[3] More remote in volving a walk of more than a mile over rough ground or sited 
in an awkward or dangerous position.  

[4] Very remote ð mainly on boggy uplands where a substantial walk would be 
involved.  

Site visits sought to locate and record the remains by photography, not ing 
condition, access and suitability for inclusion in  the project outlines. Of the 352 
sites within the study area (Fig. 1) 50 were rejected as being graded [4] for survival. 
Of the 302 left  (Fig. 2), 130 were visited and graded for access. The access grades 
show a marked bias toward [1] and [2] categories as these were felt to be most 
likely to be included in any future project plan ð they also represented the most 
efficient use of time in the field for a scoping study such as this. It should be noted 
that further sites were found than those recorded in the IHR and these have been 
incorporated into the project proposals below.  

Apart from the limitations imposed by time, the weather /short winter days  and 
conditions underfoot in certain locations; other restriction s on the project included 
the closure of part of the coast road between Ardclinis and Carnlough (Garron 
Point) due to rock falls; and the closure of part of Glenariff  forest park due to tree 
harvesting. 

 



10  
 

3. What is the industrial heritage of the Antrim Coast and Glens? 

Industrial Heritage is concerned with the material remains of buildings, structures 
and artefacts typically reflective of the expansion of industry in the modern period 
(c.1750-1900). A wide variety of sites are encompassed by this term including 
mines and mill s, quarries, bridges and ports. The north-east of Ireland is notable 
for the extent of industrialisation it experienced in comparison to the rest of the 
island. Much of this was focused on the linen industry from the 18 th century, and 
Belfast became the most rapidly expanding urban centre in Ireland in the 19th 
century. Industrialisation and urbanisatio n are commonly linked phenomena, 
however as Ireland experienced very uneven industrialisation  the example of the 
Glens of Antrim  has been cited as more typical of Irish industry as a whole, being 
rural and small -scale (Hammond 1991, 9).  

Within the Glens a range of industrial activity was carried out, for extractive, 
manufacturing, agricultural, processing and infrastructural purpo ses. In the 
modern era these can be traced to the 17th century (e.g. coal, salt), in the 18th 
century roadside quarries were exploited for building purposes, mills processed 
cereals for human and animal consumption and Ballycastle became a notable hub 
of industrial activity (glass and soap -making, tanneries, bleach works, kelp ) under 
the direction of Hugh Boyd. In the early 19 th century flax (scutch) mills became 
more common and significant advances were made in communications, most 
notably the constructio n of the Antrim coast road. In the later 19th century iron ore 
and bauxite (aluminium) was extensively mined on the uplands, notably 
Glenravel. This required further infrastructure in the form of narrow gauge 
railways taking the ores to Ballymena or the coast. In addition passenger rail 
services were extended to Ballycastle and coastguard facilities were upgraded. 
Limestone was used for building material and burnt in kilns for agricultural 
purposes. Industrial activities continued into the 20th century, l ate additions 
include ammonia sulphate production in Carnlough.  

A small number of atypical sites also feature in the Industrial Heritage Record, 
including ice houses, convenient for the use of fishermen and for estates such as 
Glenarm; pigeon cots and, although little remains , the activities of distillers, 
brewers, saw mills and the toy making industry.  
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4. Why is it important?  

The Glens of Antrim are situated within the only corner of Ireland that arguably 
industrialised successfully, the Lagan valley being  notably home to the worldõs 
largest linen and shipbuilding industries. The Glens represent a more rural and 
sporadic attempt to industrialise and in this way mirror similar patchwork efforts 
across the island (Rynne 2006). Nevertheless as a rural region they have a great 
diversity of industrial heritage, with a cultural significance that encompasses the 
region and beyond: 

 
× The range of extractive industries carried out in the area are of national  

significance. Although not necessarily the best surviving ex amples of each 

industry, taken together they represent a starling range of activity within a 

small area over a sustained period  ð they range from coal (from the 17th 

century); iron ores (based on laterite deposits from the 19th century); 

limestone (from t he 19th century); bauxite (from the 19 th century); basalt 

(from the 18th century).  

 
× The railway infrastructure is of national  significance. The first railed roads 

in Ireland were effectively horse -drawn tramways and the earliest reference 

to this practise dates to 1740-41 at Ballycastle. The ore mining operations are 

of equal note ð the earliest narrow gauge line in Ireland (1875) is that at 

Glenariff; while the highest railway in Ireland is that from Retreat to 

Ballymena. Both supported Ironstone mining i n the area. 

 
× Of national  significance is a complex of sites in Ballycastle Bay representing 

the earliest post-medieval salt production in Ireland ð also the most long-

lasting at over 200 years. 

 
× Ballycastle is a notable hub of industrial activity in the mi d-18th century, 

owing much of its success to the vision of Hugh Boyd. It displays a great 

diversity of production, fuelled by the coal reserves found nearby. Some 

elements of its heritage (such as the glassworks foundation) represent the 

only traces of such industry left in Ireland. As a relatively small town it is of 

regional  significance. 

 
× The Antrim Coast Road is of national importance as a scenic drive heavily 

promoted at home and abroad (it is claimed as being one of the worldõs 
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great drives). In herit age terms it is of regional  importance as a major 

engineering feat which transformed access to the Glens.  

 
× The remains of housing associated with industrial workers are of local  

significance. These represent the everyday experience and conditions of 

domestic life in the Glens for those engaged in industry. They also bear 

witness to local communityõs predecessors and as such have significant 

potential and interest value.  
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5. How is  it conserved and managed today? 

The industrial heritage of the Glens has been the subject of research for both 
professionals and enthusiastic amateurs. In 1960 the Ancient Monuments Advisory 
Council proposed commissioning a survey of Northern Irelandõs industrial 
remains. This work was undertaken by Alan  McCutcheon, culminating in his 
publi cation of The Industrial Archaeology of Northern Ireland in 1980. Two years later 
government in Northern Ireland funded the generation of the provinceõs first 
Industrial  Record for the purpose of protecting the resource (Scally 1996). To date 
the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (Built Heritage) has collated over 
16,000 sites maintained on their Industrial Heritage Record (IHR). A small number 
of these are protected by legislation (scheduling), including the iron smelter at 
Newtown Crommelin (SMR:024500), and the pump house at Galboly Lower 
(SMR:020500). Work  carried out specifically on the industrial heritage of the Glens 
includes Fred Hamondõs excellent Antrim Coast and Glens: Industrial Heritage (1991). 
This outstanding source was commissioned by the Country and Wildlife Branc h 
(DoE) and used Ordnance Survey maps and memoirs as well as published articles 
(in e.g. The Glynns) to present a broad selection of the regionõs archaeology. There 
are some overlaps between the sites in the IHR and the Historic Buildings survey, 
and the Maritime Survey ð in certain cases these provide useful ancillary 
information. In addition, a number of sites outside the traditional, post -medieval, 
definition of industrial archaeology may be considered for inclusion. These include 
prehistoric mining activity for porcellanite at Tievebulliagh, flint from the 
extensive limestone cliffs and possible early iron exploitation, however varying 
degrees of knowledge has been generated around these topics.  

Neither the IHR nor the published surveys are full or comprehensive records of the 
industrial remains of the Glens. Some of the limitations of the current state of 
knowledge include:  

¶ Inaccurate positional information (IHR).  

¶ Dated nature of the some of the survey work. 

¶ Disregard of some elements of the industrial archaeological resource (see 
below). 

¶ Lack of appreciation of the full extent and complexity of some of the 
archaeological landscapes. 

¶ Lack of research into the wider components and implications of industrial 
activity, e.g. housing of workers and their living conditions.  

Some aspects of the resource that have been neglected include road side quarries, 
often mining basalt or limestone. These sites are marked on the historic OS maps, 
and can still be detected around the region today. These were a convenient source 
of building material for roads, dwellings, out buildings, piers and any other 
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functions required. Their key road side location mean t they were convenient to 
transport for removal. They have obvious implications for some of the themes 
proposed within this project.   A second underdeveloped element is landscape 
furniture associated with certain activities. This includes mining complexes 
comprising not only shafts, but also railways, housing, piers, stores, laneways ð 
only a portion of which are included in the record. These present the opportunity 
for improving our appreciation of such sites and are relevant to the proposed 
community proj ects. A final example is the maritime infrastructure of the Glens, 
which was crucial to travel in and out of the area prior to building the road system. 
NIEA has been carrying out systematic coastline surveys over the past decade but 
has not yet surveyed the Glens, meaning a whole strand of information is 
incomplete ð again an opportunity for community involvement.  

A final element that will require  consideration going forward is the issue of 
accessibility to sites. During the present survey accessibility was graded from 1 (by 
or easily visible to the roadside) through to 4 (very remote uplands). In addition to 
assessing the publicõs ability to access or view these sites is the situation around 
landownership ð the vast majority of sites are on private land, w ith a few on 
National Trust property. Any future developments will have to take 
landownership into account.  
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6. How do people get involved and learn about the heritage now?  

The spectacular scenery of the Antrim Coast and Glens has attracted tourists and 
visitors since the early 19th century. Some of the more significant archaeological 
sites are also well-known, but the distinct industrial heritage of the area is not so 
well appreciated outside of the local community.  

The Antrim Coast and Glens forms a major part of the Causeway Coastal Route, a 
ôworld-classõ driving route from Belfast to Derry. It has been identified as one of 
the top five driving routes in the world and is promoted by the Northern Ireland 
Tourist Board as one of its five strategic signature projects 
(www.nitb.com/Destinations/CausewayCoastGlens ). It is also promoted through 
the Causeway Coast and Glens Regional Tourism Partnership (CCGRTP) 
(www.causewaycoastandglens.com), which is responsible for the out of state 
tourism marketing for the local authority areas of Ballymena, Ballymoney, 
Carrickfergus, Coleraine, Larne, Limavady, Moyle and Newtownabbey .   

 

(Figure 3.) Screen shot of the Causeway Coast and Glens website 

The Giantõs Causeway, Northern Irelandõs only World Heritage site, acts as a 
major draw to international tourists to the area, particularly since the opening of 
the new visitor centre, and creates high volumes of tourist traffic along the 
Causeway Coastal Route and therefore through the Antrim Glens. However, the 
main selling point for the route is the spectacular scenery and, as it is regarded as 
predominantly a driving route between large visitor attract ions or urban areas, 
local business owners and other community groups complain that little incentive is 
provided for tourists to stop at various points to explore further.  The only major 
attraction within the Glens promoted through the interactive map on 

http://www.nitb.com/Destinations/CausewayCoastGlens
http://www.causewaycoastandglens.com/
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www.discovernorthernireland.com  is Glenariff  Forest Park. The CCGPTP website 
and mobile app does provide information on a range of attractions and activities in 
the area, although the list of attractions does not include a subsection for ôheritageõ. 
The seven recommended itineraries include a five day historical tour and a three 
day myths and legends tour. The historical tour mentions the Glendun Viaduct 
and the industrial heritage of Carnlough briefly,  but as it is designed only to give a 
flavour of the area a large number of heritage sites and trails along the route are 
not included.  

Countryside access, heritage and tourism officers within the local councils have 
created and promoted a variety of walk ing routes and heritage trails throughout 
the Glens, some of which do highlight the areaõs industrial heritage. The 
ôBallymena Walksõ Leaflet produced by Ballymena Borough Council includes The 
Drum, a walk through a young wood managed by the Woodland Trust  which is 
named after the site of the winding gear for  the iron ore mines close to Cargan 
village and from which a sculpture illustrating the iron ore industry can be seen  
(fig. 4). 

   
 
(Figure 4.) Mining sculpture and ôThe Drumõ close to Cargan 
 

The ôLarne Walksõ leaflet produced by Larne Borough Council includes three 
walks that make reference to the industrial heritage of the area. The Cranny 
Falls/Gortin Quarry walk leads from Carnlough Harbour past Glenlough 
Community Centre, formerly the site of a whiting mill, and along the bed of the 
mineral railway line to Gortin limestone quarry. After rising to the viewing point 
at the top of the quarry, walkers can then return downhill and follow another path 
to the Cranny waterfall, through a nature reserve  of ôspecies-rich limestone 
grasslandsõ. The walk was created a number of years ago and the path was 
upgraded recently with funding from NRRTI, but t he interpretive signs are now 
worn and dated  and have suffered from vandalism  (figs. 5&6). It is unfortunat e 

http://www.discovernorthernireland.com/
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that in the village centre and at the harbour two additional sets of signs have been 
installed, which in some cases are directly beside one another and in some places 
repeat similar information.  
 

   

(Figure 5.) Examples of the three sets of interpretive signage presently installed in Carnlough. 

  

(Figure 6.) Left: View of Carnlough from Gortin quarry. The walk to Cranny Falls follows the 
former route of the railway in the centre right of the picture. Right: Gortin quarry face, spoil heaps 
and kilns. 

The Layde Walk in Glenarm starts at the Coast Road and travels through the 
village before following the path of an artificial waterway, which took water from 
the glen to the whiting mill at the coast, past an old limest one quarry and back 
down to the harbour. The Glenarm Coastal Walk is a short linear walk along the 
shoreline which is promoted for its spectacular views of the Glens and towards the 
Western Isles of Scotland but from which the salmon farm can also be seen. These 
walks, and others through the village and Glenarm Forest, have been highlighted 
with a series of attractive interpretive panels recently installed as part of the 
Glenarm Regeneration Strategy. 

Moyle District Council has recently installed a Ballycas tle Town Heritage Trail, 
which consists of a number of interpretive signs at points on interest around the 
town, which include QR codes that link to additional video and audio clips on a 
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dedicated website (www.moyle -council.org/ballycastletowntrail ). The trail 
highlights the harbour, glass house, salt works and coal mines established by Col. 
Hugh Boyd in the eighteenth century, as well as the narrow gauge railway built in 
the nineteenth century and the exportation of iron ore and limestone from the 
Glens. A leaflet promoting the trail is available in the Tourist Information Centre. 
The panels in the harbour area sit alongside two other sets of interpretive signs, 
which, as in Carnlough, can detract from each other (fig. 7). 

             

 

(Figure 7.) Interpretive signs in Ballycastle town and on the sea front 
 

Ballycastle Museum houses a nationally significant collection of artefacts relating 
to the Irish Home Industries Workshop, which was founded in the town in the 
early twentieth century during the Irish Arts and Crafts Revival. The museum also 
displays a series of panels and small range of artefacts relating to the industrial 

http://www.moyle-council.org/ballycastletowntrail
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foundations of Ballycastle under the leadership of Col. Hugh Boyd during the 
eighteenth century. In partnership with local historians, the museum produced a 
beautifully illustrated bookl et on the subject, which is available for sale at the 
museum and at the tourist information centre. Over the last number of years these 
resources have formed the basis of a variety of short-term educational projects 
with local schools. Unfortunately, the m useum is only open to the public during 
July and August and the limited available space and staffing resources do not 
allow for temporary exhibition programmes or group learning activities.  
 

    

(Figure 8.) Left and middle: model spinning wheel and Celtic cross made in the Ballycastle Home 
Industries Workshop and now held by Ballycastle Museum. Right: front cover of the Boydõs 
Ballycastle resource booklet produced by the museum in partnership with local historians. Images 
courtesy of Causeway Museum Service. 

There are active and productive historical societies in the area, most notably the 
Glens of Antrim Historical Society  (GAHS), which was formed in 1965 and is 
recognised as one of the foremost historical societies in Ireland 
(www.antrimhistory.net ). The society publishes a highly respected annual journal 
called The Glynns and regularly produces more substantial publications on a 
variety of subjects. It also delivers events, workshops and learning projects, the 
most major of which was a three year programme supported by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund exploring the history of clachan settlements within the Glens. Much 
of these resources and activities relate to the industrial heritage of the area, in fact 
the Glynns was a major source of information for this piece of research. The society 
also holds a large archive of unpublished articles, photographs and oral history 
recordings and other resources that could be made accessible to the public through 
digitisation.  

http://www.antrimhistory.net/

