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Summary

The Survey

Invasive Alien Species are defined by Invasive Species Ireland (a joint venture between the
Northern Ireland Environment Agency and the National Parks and Wildlife Service.) as:

féspecies that h a(daibedatelyeonacdidentalypbg humansland have a
negative impact on the economy,wi | dl i fe or habitats of I reland a

Invasive Alien Species can be plants or animals, and can cause a wide range of problems,
including:

1 Damaging natural habitats and landscapes

1 Affecting waterways leading to flooding and sedimentation

1 Reducing the productivity of agriculture and forestry

1 Damaging buildings and roads, and affecting the saleability of property

In 2013, the estimated annual cost of invasive species to the economies of the whole of
Ireland is £207m.

Because of its valuable habitats and landscapes and the challenges facing its agriculture and
economy, The Glens of Antrim are particularly sensitive to the impacts of invasive species.
The HOTG Partnership undertook this study to assess the scale of the problem of invasive
species in the Glens, and start looking at how this issue might be tackled.

In Autumn 2016, a number of roads, rivers and forests were surveyed, the roads by car or
bicycle, the rivers and forests on foot, along with an ad hoc survey of other sites in the project
area.

Roads Rivers Forests

1 A2 Ballycastle to Glenarm 1 Tow River 1 Ballycastle Forest

1 A44 & Glenshesk Rd. 1 Glenshesk River 1 Coolaveely Forest

9 Torr Rd & Cushleake Rd 9 Carey River 9 Ballypatrick Forest

1 Glendun Rd & Glenaan Rd 1 Glendun River 1 Breen Forest

1 Ballyemon Rd. 1 Glenaan River 9 Slievanorra Forest

1 A43 Waterfoot - i1 Ballyemon River 1 Glenariff Forest
Martinstown 1 Glenariff River i Cottage Wood/Layd

1 Glen Rd. 1 Carnlough River Coastal Path

T A42 & Munie Rd. 1 Glencloy River 9 Glenarm Forest

 Feystown Rd./ Drumcrow i Glenarm River

Rd./Deerpark Rd.
{ Altarichard Rd.

Table AT Surveyed roads, rivers and forests


http://invasivespeciesireland.com/
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Economic_Impact_Assessment_FINAL_280313.pdf
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The survey was focussed on the following 7 species, while looking out for any other invasive
that might be present:

1 Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) 1 Pheasant Berry (Leycesteria formosa)
1 Giant Hogweed (Heracleum 9 Cherry Laurel (Prunus laurocerasus)
mantegazzianum) 1 Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum)

1 Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) q Sea Buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides)
Synopsis of main results (see Map A below)

1 Of the survey species, Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan Balsam and Rhododendron
are the most widespread and dominant species in the Glens. Pheasant Berry and Cherry
Laurel are also widespread and in some locations, are reaching significant densities. Sea
Buckthorn is very local in its distribution. No Giant Hogweed was found in the survey.
Other significant alien species found include Himalayan Knotweed, Crocosmia and
Pirri-pirri Burr.

1 Road Sides are generally clear of invasives, but there are localised problems with
Japanese Knotweed (and sometimes the similar but less invasive Himalayan Knotweed)
usually associated with old tip sites, dumping in laybys or old houses, especially on the
A2, A43 and Glen Road. These are generally towards the bottom of valleys so at lower
risk of spread, but Japanese Knotweed near the A43/Ballyemon Rd junction is at the top
of the Glenariff catchment and at risk of downstream spread. Himalayan Balsam is locally
abundant along Glendun Rd and its junction with the A2.

1 Rivers are iconic features of the Glens, each with its own character and landscape.
Glenshesk, Carey and Tow rivers all have significant problems of Japanese Knotweed
that will be affecting habitats, agriculture and property. Glendun has localised problems
with Japanese Knotweed, and has an extensive infestation of Himalayan Balsam;
Crocosmia is locally dominant on the river banks. Glenaan river is generally clear but has
major stands of Japanese Knotweed at the Gaults Rd junction. Ballyemon river has
Japanese Knotweed from Cushendall to the Gaults Rd junction, but is clear upstream of
there. Glenariff has a significant Japanese Knotweed problem in Waterfoot but is
generally clear upstream, though Crocosmia is abundant on the river banks, and
Rhododendron is abundant in the ravine section of Glenariff Forest Park. Carnlough,
Glencloy and Glenarm rivers are generally clear though all have some Japanese
Knotweed in their lower stretches.

1 Forests are another important part of the landscape of the Glens. Invasives are most often
found in forest edges or higher-pr of i | e, mor e 01| amiysnBalppatdadk part s
and Glenariff Forests, with Rhododendron and Cherry Laurel the main species. Glenariff
also has an area with Japanese Knotweed, Pheasant Berry and Bamboo south-west of the
Visitor Centre i because of the steep slopes and its location at the top of the catchment
this is an area of concern. Breen has abundant Pirri-pirri Burr along the forest tracks, and
this species was also seen in single locations in Ballycastle Forest and Slievenorra.
Cottage Wood has abundant Rhododendron, Cherry Laurel and Pheasant Berry. and the
Layd Coastal Path has some areas of Himalayan Knotweed. Glenarm Forest has
significant levels of Pheasant Berry.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

There are three main steps that need to be taken to tackle invasive species:

1 Understand the problem i Notwithstanding the geographical limits of the survey, it
does give an idea of the scale of the problem across the area.

1 Prevent spread and the establishment of new sites i we need to ensure the
problem does not get any worse before we can start trying to reduce it. This needs to
happen at local and government level.

9 Tackle existing locations T this will require a prioritised programme of eradication,
starting with the locations that pose greatest risk to property, river function/ecology and
land productivity, and the source locations that are acting as reservoirs for spread

No one organisation or agency has the responsibilities, resources or even rights to tackle the
problem of invasive species across the whole of the Glens, and so, at present, it is clear that
only a partnership approach has any prospect of making an impact. However, it is also clear
that this issue will continue to increase across the country if the political will to deal with it is
not equal to this growing issue. There are many stakeholders in the Glens who are affected by
or potentially affected by invasive species, and it is important to bear in mind that invasives do
not respect land ownerships or demarcations of responsibility. Many examples can be found
where reductions in control by an agency in one area have led to major problems elsewhere.
Similarly, it is a waste of resources for an agency to spend money tackling invasives it is
responsible for, if uncontrolled invasives on adjacent land can re-colonise at any time.

Table A below summarises the main stakeholder groups who would form the partnership
approach, with the headline actions that would be undertaken.

Controlling invasives can be very expensive, requiring time, specially-trained personnel and
pesticides, and specialist contractors, who usually charge higher rates when working in more
remote locations. But in the Glens we have an enormous resource in the form of its farmers,
who have the skills to control invasives and are close to the problem. Some invasives,
particularly Rhododendron and Himalayan Balsam, are suitable for control by volunteer
activity, and there have been significant successes in Britain and Ireland with community-led
invasive control projects.

The Glens of Antrim project area does not have the levels of invasive species found in some
parts of Britain and Ireland, but it is clear that several rivers, and some sections of forests and
woodlands, have significant problems with invasives, with Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan
Balsam and Rhododendron the main problem species.

Although many areas are struggling with the problem of invasive species, the Heart Of The
Glens partnership area i an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, more or less
biogeographically contained, with a partnership of key stakeholders already in place i has a
better chance than most of successfully tackling invasive species.
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Table AT Summary of stakeholders and recommended actions

fPublic awareness of invasives raised
1 Public reporting invasive locations

T Playing key role in awareness raising
and encouraging reporting

i Landowner awareness of invasives
raised
I Reporting invasive locations

T Awareness raised among property,
landscape (including Landscape
architects, Gardeners & Landscape
contractors, Garden Centres)
aggregate and waste businesses

i Staff training on invasives

f Taking key role in awareness raising

Mapping invasives on their own land

I Awareness raised on how invasives
spread

I Demonstrating good practice on own
sites i remove existing and avoid
planting listed species

i Demonstrating good practice in
invasive control

{1 Demonstrating good practice,
including with suppliers and
customers

i Demonstrating good practice i
remove existing and avoid planting
listed species

9 Staff vigilant for new locations

{1 Campaigning for change in legislation
inc to ban the trade of listed invasive
species

9 Public given advice on controlling
invasives on own property

T Volunteer activities to tackle invasives
where appropriate

T Given advice to tackle on own
property

9 Potentially supported to control
invasives in other priority locations

1 Given advice to tackle on own
property
{ Contributing to common control fund

Working together to tackle priority
locations, including potentially some
pooling of resources
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i Staff training on invasives I Demonstrating good practice i f'Working together to tackle priority
T Taking key role in awareness raising remove existing and avoid planting locations, including potentially some
listed species pooling of resources
9 Staff vigilant for new locations
9 Campaigning for change in legislation
inc to ban the trade of listed invasive

species

i Staff training on invasives I Demonstrating good practice i 1 Working together to tackle priority

T Taking key role in awareness raising remove existing and avoid planting locations, including potentially some
listed species pooling of resources

9 Staff vigilant for new locations
fChanging legislation and regulation -
Banning the trade of listed invasive
species and modifying agricultural

subsidy rules
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Introduction
What are Invasive Species?

Invasive Alien Species are defined by Invasive Species Ireland (a joint venture between the
Northern Ireland Environment Agency and the National Parks and Wildlife Service.) as:

féspecies that have been introduced (deliberatel
negative impact on the economy, wildlife or habitats of relandand Nor t hern I r el and

Invasive Alien Species can be plants or animals, and can cause a wide range of problems,
including:

1 Damaging natural habitats and landscapes

1 Affecting waterways leading to flooding, erosion and sedimentation

1 Reducing the productivity of agriculture and forestry

1 Damaging buildings and roads, and affecting the saleability of property

In 2013, the estimated annual cost of invasive species to the economies of Ireland and
Northern Ireland was £207m. !

The impacts of Invasive species

Damaging natural habitats and landscapes: The international Convention on Biological
Diversity? recognises that invasive alien species are a major problem, and that, after habitat
loss, invasive species are the second biggest threat to biodiversity worldwide.

Many invasive plant species grow vigorously and can shade out natural flora i Japanese
Knotweed and Rhododendron are good examples of this. This can then affect the wildlife
that uses an area.

Affecting waterways leading to flooding, erosion and sedimentation: Some invasive
species, such as Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam, thrive in waterside locations,

1 http://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-
content/uploads/2010/07/Economic_Impact Assessment FINAL 280313.pdf
2 https://www.cbd.int/



http://invasivespeciesireland.com/
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Economic_Impact_Assessment_FINAL_280313.pdf
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Economic_Impact_Assessment_FINAL_280313.pdf
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Economic_Impact_Assessment_FINAL_280313.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/
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both because their seeds or fragments of root can disperse along streams and river and
because they are tolerant of wet conditions. They can sometimes cause channels to become
blocked, leading to local flooding, but perhaps more importantly, when they die back in
winter they can leave exposed bare soil which is at greater risk of erosion.

atlvegpe0|es Project

' Photo:Die Invasive c;n-

Reducing the productivity of agriculture and forestry: Invasive species can out-compete
crops, reduce natural woodland regeneration and affect forestry planting, and can encroach
on grazing land.

Damaging buildings and roads, and affecting the saleability of property: The main
invasive of concern for the built environment is Japanese Knotweed, whose underground
rhizomes can survive at depths of 3m or more and can penetrate asphalt, exploit cracks in
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concrete and brickwork and damage fences and walls. Even if no effects on the built
environment are present, presence of Japanese Knotweed on a property will be flagged up
in surveys and can affect the availability of mortgages and saleability of property.

A

SCHNINISS
Photo: GBNNSS

S 4

Photo: Tube Lines Ltd

Legal framework

Currently there is no legislation in Northern Ireland requiring landowners to take action if an
invasive species is on their property, and although it is an offence to allow certain invasive
species to Agrow in the wildo, the spread

(unl ess that property is clearly 6natbhetweenhtheenvi

two landowners.®Thi s contrasts with the situation
weedso6 wher e | and aionakercentrotaetion ifithe speoes pose a threat to
agricultural land.*

The legal situation on the Republic of Ireland is that most invasive plant species are covered
by Regulation 49 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations
2011, which makes it an offence if anyone fi élants, disperses, allows or causes to
disperse, spreads or otherwise causes to growe . these species.

This Regulation is interpreted by Invasive Species Ireland® as meaning that a landowner
must take action if an invasive species is growing on their land, as to take no action could be
considered as offence by 6allowingdé it to

The National Parks and Wildlife Service has responsibility for implementing these
regulations but it is not clear from preliminary searches to what extent any action has been
taken. Many County Councils are taking concerted action against Japanese Knotweed

3 https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/japanese-knotweed.pdf
4 https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/control-noxious-weeds
5 http://invasivespeciesireland.com/background/legislation/ireland/

of

A

be

an
ron

t h

di

t

S


https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/general/Birds%20and%20Habitats%20Regulations%20SI%20477%20of%202011.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/general/Birds%20and%20Habitats%20Regulations%20SI%20477%20of%202011.pdf
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/japanese-knotweed.pdf
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/control-noxious-weeds
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along roads (for example, Donegal County Council®) 7 locatonsar e mar ked with 6Do
Mowd signs and spraying is being undertaken. Hov
central control and co-ordination.

The legal framework in England is different to Northern Ireland, with potential to use the Anti-
Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 or Infrastructure Act 2015 to take action
against landowners, particularly in the case of Japanese Knotweed. However, it is not clear if
any local authorities have actually used these powers yet.

Japanese Knotweed or soil containing it is classifiedas6 cont r oh 4 zar chowms wast ed
and so there are regulations concerning its transport and disposal, which must be to
disposed of at a licenced waste facility.

There appears to be some confusion over the responsibility for road verges. The commonly-
stated view is that while Roads Service carries out cutting on many road verges for road
safety purposes, the ownership of road verges usually remains with the owner of the
property behind them. However, a summary of verges and highway law® and a Freedom Of
Information response from Roads Service® appear to contradict this, suggesting that Roads
Service own and are responsible for the vegetation of highway road verges (if not the
freehold of the subsoil beneath).

There are currently no restrictions on selling most invasive plants (though some aquatic
invasives are now prohibited for sale). This means that garden centres and plant nurseries
are free to sell plants that are known to be invasive if allowed to spread into the wider
environment 1 the most significant and widely sold of these are Cherry Laurel,
Rhododendron, Pheasant Berry and Sea Buckthorn. There is no requirement on the plant
sale industry to inform buyers of the potential risks to the environment of failing to control the
plants they are buying.

6

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/yourcouncil/communications%20office/pressreleases/invasive%20plant%?2
Ospecies%20treatment%20programme/

7 http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/councils-win-legal-right-to-access-private-land-to-weed-
out-invasive-plant-and-animal-species-10052057.html

8 http://www.md-solicitors.co.uk/hedges-verges-boundaries/

9 https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/grass_verge#incoming-435571



http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/councils-win-legal-right-to-access-private-land-to-weed-out-invasive-plant-and-animal-species-10052057.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/councils-win-legal-right-to-access-private-land-to-weed-out-invasive-plant-and-animal-species-10052057.html
http://www.md-solicitors.co.uk/hedges-verges-boundaries/
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/grass_verge#incoming-435571
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Invasive species in the Glens of Antrim

Because of its valuable habitats and landscapes, and the challenges facing its agriculture
and economy, the Glens of Antrim is particularly sensitive to the impacts of invasive species.
The project area also has the benefit of being mo r e o biogéographically containedéi
the uplands separate the glens from the countryside to the west, making it difficult for
invasive species to move eastwards, and there are only a few lower-level roads along which
invasives can colonise. This means that invasives are slow to colonise the area from
outside, are usually brought in by human activity, and could be controlled without the threat
of constant re-introduction.

The HOTG Partnership undertook this study to assess the scale of the problem of invasive
species in the Glens, and start looking at how these issues might be tackled.
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Methodology

The aim of the study was to gain a greater understanding of the extent of the problem posed
by Invasive Species in the Glens of Antrim, and specifically within the HotGLPS project area.

The species to be surveyed for were:

Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica

Giant Hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum
Himalayan Balsam Imaptiens glandulifera
Pheasant Berry Leycesteria formosa

Cherry Laurel Prunus laurocerasus
Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum
Sea Buckthorn Hippophae rhamnoides

=4 =4 =4 -8 - -4 -9

However, any other invasives of note would also be recorded. Appendix 1 includes a
summary of the invasive species, their means of dispersal and risks posed.

Surveying was undertaken during September and October 2016, with some of the Forest
surveys continuing into November. This is probably the best time of year for surveying
invasives as Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan Balsam and Pheasant Berry are all at their
most visible, being at maximum height and in full flower. The main drawback to this timing is
that this is the start of the hedge-cutting season, so where hedges had been clearly cut
these were checked for any signs of invasives.

Road survey

The requirement from the brief was to survey for the presence of the selected species along
the stated routes up to nearest road boundary (hedgerow, wall, fence, etc.). Where hedges
were immediately adjacent to roads this gave an effective corridor of road width plus a metre
or so, widening out to a corridor of up to around 100m where verges or open fences were
present. Nine road stretches were included in the brief, with an additional road surveyed as it
was regularly used to access the study area, as set out in Table 1 and Map 1.

Road(s) Extent Miles
A2 Ballycastle - Glenarm 28.7
A44 & Glenshesk Rd. Ballycastle i Armoy i Ballycastle (loop) 15.8
Torr Rd & Cushleake Rd | Ballyvoy i Cushendun i Cushleake Rd 12.7
Glendun Rd & Glenaan Cushendun i Bryvore Bridge i Glenaan A2 T-Junction 10.9
Rd

Ballyemon Rd. Cushendall i A43 Junction at Glenariff Forest 6.4
A43 Waterfoot - Martinstown 10.6
Glen Rd. Glen Rd., Waterfoot A2 Junction i Laragh Lodge Restaurant 3.3
A42 & Munie Rd. Carnlough i A42 / Munie Rd. i Glenarm 124
Feystown Rd., Glenarm i Clady Bridge (Feystown Rd.) i Carnageer (Deerpark 8.2
Drumcrow Rd., Rd.)

Deerpark Rd.,

Altarichard Road

Total Road Survey 109

Table 1 List of roads surveyed
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As required by the brief, the method used was a driven survey. All roads were driven at least
once in both directions, to pick up records not readily visible from a single direction. In
practice, most roads were driven repeatedly while accessing the river and forest survey
locations. In addition, several road sections were also cycled and walked. The number of
invasive locations picked up through the additional driven, walked and cycled surveys was
fairly low, suggesting that the 2-way road survey is a reasonable method, gathering probably
90%-+ of sites.
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The brief identified ten river sections to be surveyed (see also Map 1):
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River Extent Miles

Tow River Ballycastle Tow River 1.7
Glenshesk River Ballycastle - Coskemnacally 5.1
Carey River Ballycastle i Loughareema Vanishing Lake 8.1
Glendun River Cushendun i Bryvore Bridge 7.9
Glenaan River Cushendall i Glenaan 4.7
Ballyemon River Cushendall i Ballyemon Rd. / Gaults Rd Junction 3.9
Glenariff River Waterfoot i Invar River Waterfalls, Glenariff Forest 5
Carnlough River Carnlough i Cranny Falls Waterfall 13
Glencloy River Carnlough i Ballymena Rd. Bridge 2.3
Glenarm River Glenarmi Meet i ng Bri dge; and split 6.2

Bridge & to Mill Bridge
Total River Survey 46.2

Table 2 List of Rivers surveyed

The aim was to walk as close to the river as possible and note all invasives up to the nearest
boundary, typically 0-10m from the river bank though occasionally up to around 100m. In
practice, it was not always possible to walk next to the river (for example because of
impenetrable woodlands, ravine sections or stock) and in these circumstances efforts were
made to get the best possible view, using high ground or standing in the river channel and
using good quality binoculars.

Forest survey

Following the initial brief, it was agreed that it would add to the study to have some indication

of the level of invasivesi n

the study areads

forest s,

sites was drawn up as below. It would have required too much time to do a thorough survey
of whole forests, so routes through the forests, generally a circuit along main tracks, were
agreed on. These were then walked or cycled and any invasives visible from the track were

recorded.

and

Ballycastle Forest

Coolaveely Forest

Ballypatrick Forest

Breen Forest

Slievanorra Forest

Glenariff Forest

Cottage Wood/Layd Coastal Path
Glenarm Forest

E R N

11

a
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Ad hoc survey

In addition to the road, river and forest surveys, an ad hoc survey of several locations was
undertaken by HotGLPS staff, checking areas where invasives were known to be or
suspected of being present, or which were identified as being sensitive to the presence of

invasives.

Fieldwork

The locations of any invasives found were marked on a copy of the 1: 25,000 OSNI Glens of
Antrim Activity map, or on 1:10,000 maps for some of the built-up areas like Ballycastle and
Cushendall. A roughly sequential code number was also marked on each location. Where

more than one species was found in a location, separate records were made in the form 1a,

1b, etc.

Invasives were photographed using a GPS-enabled camera to allow easier geo-location of

images afterwards.

A paper record sheet was also completed with the following fields:

Corridor Which road, river or forest the record is found in

Date Date of survey

Reporter Who made the record (some records were obtained from third
parties)

Number The roughly sequential number marked on the paper maps

Species What species the record relates to, using a 2-letter code

Length Approximate length of stand of invasive species in metres

Width Approximate width of stand of invasive species in metres

Slope Degree of slope on which record occurs (Low/Medium/High)

Vigour How strongly the record is growing (Low/Medium/High)

Dispersal risk

Likelihood of dispersal, based on slope, presence of watercourses,
dispersal mechanism of species, etc. (Low/Medium/High)

Biodiversity risk

Risk of damage to biodiversity based on the value of surrounding or
nearby habitats and their sensitivity (Low/Medium/High)

Built environment
risk

Risk of damage to buildings/roads/paths or impacts on value
(Low/Medium/High)

Erosion risk Risk of increased erosion due to shading of ground flora and winter
exposure of bare surfaces, based on species, slope, sensitivity of
aguatic environment, etc. (Low/Medium/High)

Access Ease with which site could be access for control activity

(Low/Medium/High)

Mixed Vegetation

How much the invasive is intermingled with other vegetation that
might affect control (Low/Medium/High)

Land Manager

If kKnown

Notes

Any useful comments or observations

Table 3 Field records i information collected
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Mapping
The locations from the paper maps were recorded in an ArcMap point shapefile with the
code number as an attribute (set as text to allow non-numeric entries such as 1a).

Data from the paper record sheets were transferred onto an Excel spreadsheet. This
approach was chosen to allow easier inputting of text than ArcMap attribute tables allow, and
so that quick analysis of results using Excel PivotTables would be possible.

The ArcMap shapefile and the Exc,elussihnegettdwee rdéeN unh
field as the link.
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Results

Roads
Maps 3a-c, showing the records from the roads surveys, at are pages 25-27 below.

The A2 is generally free from invasives, but with notable exceptions. Japanese Knotweed
was recorded from 4 sites:
1 Near the junction with Knocknacarry Road, extending up the hillside, on a possible
old development site
1 At the south end of Red Bay, Waterfoot, possibly where garden waste has been
tipped
1 Near the junction with Largy Rd, north of Carnlough, again possible garden waste
site
1 Alarge colony on the old tip site where Glencloy River enters Carnlough Bay

Himalayan Balsam is found along a long section of the road passing through Glendun, and
also on the old tip site on Carnlough Bay.

Himalayan Knotweed was found with the Japanese Knotweed at the Largy Rd junction and
also growing in a garden and adjacent hedgeline 250m to the north.

apanese Knotweed, Red Bay |
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Japanese and Himalayan Knotweed, nr Largy | Himalayan Knotweed in hedgeline, nr Largy
Rd junction, Carnlough

e Jiltve
¥

Japanese Knotweed, nr Knocknacarry Rd Old tip, Carnlough Bay

The A44 & Glenshesk Rd was also generally clear, though there was a single stand of
Pheasant Berry, and a c1km stretch of forestry edge with Rhododendron, probably some of
which was planted for landscape reasons.

Although not one of the target species, an extensive colony of Winter Heliotrope was
recorded, growing in stands along a 1km section of Glenshesk Road.
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Pheasant Berry oGIenshésk Road Rhododendron on forestry edE]e, Glenshesk

Winter Helltope, Glenshesk

Torr Rd & Cushleake Rd had 3 locations with Japanese Knotweed:

1 Opposite a farm south of the Craigfad Rd junction. Possible midden site, near a
tributary of the Carey river

1 Beside a farm lane entrance near Tornamoney bridge, close to farm buildings

1 Inthe grounds of a derelict cottage near the Glendun Rd junction

Rhododendron was recorded along the road edge at the west end of Cushleake Rd,
possible planted as shelter, and also in a garden at the topofthe6 Cor kscr ew6 r oad
Cushendun, from where it is spreading.

17
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Japanese Knotweed near Craigfad Rd Japanese Knotweed near Tornamoney
junction v bridge

iy /_W .
Japanese Knotweed in garden of derelict Rhododendron along road edge, west end
house near the Glendun Rd junction of Cushleake Rd
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Glendun Rd & Glenaan Rd. Himalayan Balsam is common on Glendun Road, with many
sites along a 6km stretch of road, including a large area around the A2 bridge. Japanese
Knotweed was recorded from 3 locations:
1 On top of a wall opposite Cushendun Caravan Park, sprayed but regrowing
1 In aderelict field/yard SW of the Knocknacarry Avenue junction. This is a large
colony, spreading down onto the river (see also the Glendun River section) and into
the hedgeline, with associated risk of dispersal when hedgecutting takes place.
9 Beside a property at the Clady Rd junction. This also was sprayed in autumn.

Cherry Laurel was recorded in the path beside Cushendun Caravan Park, both as
mature plants and as regenerating seedlings. It has also been planted extensively
throughout the Caravan Park as hedging.

In a mixed hedge near the Knocknacarry Avenue junction, a Rubus species, possible
Salmonberry, was recorded. Salmonberry is found in many locations in Northern Ireland
but possibly not in the Glens °. Provisional identification was made by leaf shape, but
after checking another possible record in Cushendall which proved not to be correct, the

three Salmonberry records in Glendun will need to be checked when in leaf again.

L £ > : 4 ,'» S o N T 3 . N\t "
Cherry Laurel beside Cushendun caravan | Japanese Knotweed on top of wall opposite
park Cushendun caravan park

10 http://www.habitas.org.uk/invasive/species.asp?ltem=3324
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Derelict field/yard with Japanese Knotweed
and Himlayan Balsam, Glendun Rd

Rubus species, ossily Salmonbrry, |
Glendun Rd

Example of Himalayan Balsarﬁ stand,
Glendun Rd

Japanese Knotweed nr Clady Rd junction

Ballyemon Road had 3 records of Japanese Knotweed:
T Just south of Cushendun village, stands on both sides of the road, in what is
reportedly an old tip, where there is also a stand of Pheasant Berry
1 On the roadside, at the edge of what appears to be cleared forestry
1 Beside a derelict building just north of the A43 junction. This stand is close to a
watercourse at the top of the Glenariff catchment and so poses a risk of downstream
spread
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Japanese Knotweed o pposite side of
road to old tip, Cushendall

Japanese Knotweed and Pheasant Berry at
old tip site, Cushendall

Japanese Knotweed beside cleared
forestry, Ballyemon Rd

Jaanese Knotweed N of A43 junction,
Ballyemon Rd

The A43 has a large stand of Cherry Laurel and Rhododendron just west of the Ballyemon
Road junction. Near this, there is a stand of Japanese Knotweed, apparently in an area of
tipping of soil and forestry waste. These are all close to the Ballyemon Rd Knotweed records
beside the derelict building.

Near the junction with Kilmore Rd, there is a Japanese Knotweed stand close to a residential
property, with Cherry Laurel in what appears to be an abandoned garden on the opposite
side of the road.

In Waterfoot, there is a large (c100m) stand of Japanese Knotweed on a vacant roadside
plot, which also extends down to the river.
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Ballyemon Rd junction

Chery Laurel and Rhododendron W of

Japanese Knotweed in tipping area,
Ballyemon Rd

Japanese Knotweed nr Kilmore Rd Japanese Knotweed in Waterfoot

Glen Road had a number of Japanese Knotweed records:
i Stands along a 100m section of verge, showing signs of spraying off and regrowth
1 Records from 2 abandoned cottages
1 Stand in a development site, showing signs of spraying
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Japanese Knotweed in cottage garden, Glen Jpanese Knotweed in eveloment site,
Rd Glen Rd

The A42 & Munie Road had just 2 records, both of Pheasant Berry, on top of an old wall
(suggesting possible spread by birds) and one on a bank.
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Pheasant Berry on wall, Munie Rd Pheasant Berry on bank, Munie Rd

Feystown Rd., Drumcrow Rd., and Deerpark Rd. had no records of invasive species.

Altarichard Rd was frequently used to access the Glens and Rhododendron was recorded
along the roadside and regenerating on open ground.

Rhododendron beside Altarichard Road Rhododendron regeneration, east of
Altarichard Rd
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Map 3a i Road survey results, North section

Legend

Species

Crocosmia

Cherry Laurel
Giant Knotweed
Gunnera
Himalayan Balsam
Himalayan Knotweed
Japanese Knoteweed
Pheasant Berry
Rhododendron ponticum
@ Salmonberry
Invasives Report
Corridor
m— River
=== Road
m—— Forest surveys
DESIGNATION
@ National Nature Reserve
"/ /] Nature Reserve
Area of Special Scientific Interest
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Map 3b i Road survey results, Central section
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