


This booklet has been reprinted in 2022 by Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust 
(CCGHT) with the kind permission of Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council 
Museum Services.

Originally published in 1944, this booklet was written by local folklorist and Pensions 
and Excise Officer Sam Henry and is an important historical resource for the people of 
the Causeway Coast. 

You can download this publication for free from ccght.org/resources. 

The Sam Henry Collection

Sam Henry, born in Coleraine in 1878, is best known as a folklorist and recognised for 
his ‘Songs of the People’ collection that was published in the Northern Constitution 
newspaper between 1923 and 1939.

Sam worked as an Excise and Pension’s Officer. He visited elderly people around the 
Causeway area and beyond, to assess if they qualified for a pension.

He combined his work with a passion for folk music and stories and, in doing so has 
preserved local cultural traditions that otherwise may have been lost. Sam captured 
people through prose, poetry, language, song and photography.

In 2011, the Sam Henry Collection was donated to Coleraine Museum. Causeway 
Coast and Glens Borough Council continue to utilise this vast collection to connect 
local communities with the heritage of Causeway Coast and Glens. 

The Giant’s Causeway and Causeway Coast UNESCO World Heritage Site

The Giant’s Causeway and Causeway Coast World Heritage Site is located on the 
north coast of Country Antrim and hosts spectacular geology of global importance. 
The Site extends for 3km and was designated in 1986 due to its important geology: 
including the famous hexagonal stones, layered cliffs and other features such as the 
onion skins.  

The origins of this important place were a source of fascination for early geologists 
and helped to shape our understanding of earth’s history. The Giant’s Causeway has 
inspired a rich folklore which holds an iconic place in the wider history of the Causeway 
Coast. Sam Henry’s booklet captures this by exploring the stories of Finn MacCool, 
Dunluce Castle and the wider area, including what is now the Causeway Coast Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.   

The Northern Ireland Community Archive

This free to access digital archive is managed and maintained by Causeway Coast and 
Glens Borough Council Museum Services. It contains a variety of resources including 
museum collections, photographs, documents, learning resources and publications, 
exhibitions, oral testimonies and other information from local museums, heritage 
organisations and community groups.

The Sam Henry Collection is available on the NI Community Archive - visit niarchive.org. 
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